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New Mexico Counties 
2008 Population Estimates 

At-a-Glance  

 
On May 14, 2009, the United States Census Bureau released its latest population 
estimates for counties in New Mexico.  The estimates show the population as of July 1, 
2008.  We examined changes from 2000 to 2008, as well as compared the growth from 
1990 to 2000 to the estimated growth from 2000 to 2008.   
 
A number of observations can be made.    
 

�  Since 2000, 18 counties have seen their population shrink.  Whereas in the prior 
decade (between 1990 and 2000) only five counties lost population: Lea, Quay, 
De Baca, Harding and Hidalgo.  

 
�  The five counties that have experienced the largest percent decline in population 

are all located in rural areas of the state. 
 

�  The four counties with the highest growth rate from 2000 to 2008 contain New 
Mexico’s four largest cities. 

 
�  Sandoval County is now the fastest growing county in the state, growing by 36% 

from 2000 to 2008.  It grew by 42% from 1990 to 2000 (4th fastest). 
 

�  Torrance County grew by 64% from 1990 to 2000, but since 2000 the county has 
actually lost population, according to the Census Bureau estimates. 

 
�  Lincoln County’s population increased by almost 59% between 1990 and 2000, 

but has seen its growth slow substantially to 7% since 2000.  Luna County and 
Valencia County have also seen slower growth over the past eight years than 
they achieved from 1990 to 2000 (38% down to 9%, and 46% down to 9%, 
respectively). 

 
�  New Mexico now has five counties with a population greater than 100,000.  In 

2000, there were four. 
 
 
The full table is on the next page. 
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 New Mexico Counties 
 Population Change:  1990 to 2000 and 2000 to 2008 
      
      

Ranked By Percent Population Change, 2000 to 2008   

        % Population % Population 

  1990 2000 2008 Change Change 

County (Largest City) Population Population Populat ion Estimate 1990 - 2000 2000 - 2008 

Sandoval County (Rio Rancho) 63,319 89,908 122,298 42.0% 36.0% 

Doña Ana County (Las Cruces) 135,510 174,682 201,603 28.9% 15.4% 

Bernalillo County (Albuquerque) 480,577 556,678 635,139 15.8% 14.1% 

Santa Fe County (Santa Fe) 98,928 129,292 143,937 30.7% 11.3% 

Valencia County (Belen) 45,235 66,152 72,207 46.2% 9.2% 

Luna County (Deming) 18,110 25,016 27,227 38.1% 8.8% 

San Juan County (Farmington) 91,605 113,801 122,500 24.2% 7.6% 

Lincoln County (Ruidoso) 12,219 19,411 20,793 58.9% 7.1% 

Cibola County (Grants) 23,794 25,595 27,285 7.6% 6.6% 

Lea County (Hobbs) 55,765 55,511 59,155 -0.5% 6.6% 

Taos County (Taos) 23,118 29,979 31,546 29.7% 5.2% 

Roosevelt County (Portales) 16,702 18,018 18,889 7.9% 4.8% 

Chaves County (Roswell) 57,849 61,382 63,060 6.1% 2.7% 

Otero County (Alamogordo) 51,928 62,298 62,776 20.0% 0.8% 

Socorro County (Socorro) 14,764 18,078 18,180 22.4% 0.6% 

Eddy County (Carlsbad) 48,605 51,658 51,360 6.3% -0.6% 

Los Alamos County (Los Alamos) 18,115 18,343 18,150 1.3% -1.1% 

Rio Arriba County (Española) 34,365 41,190 40,692 19.9% -1.2% 

Mora County (Wagon Mound) 4,264 5,180 5,052 21.5% -2.5% 

Curry County (Clovis) 42,207 45,044 43,755 6.7% -2.9% 

Grant County (Silver City) 27,676 31,002 29,844 12.0% -3.7% 

Torrance County (Moriarty) 10,285 16,911 16,269 64.4% -3.8% 

Catron County (Reserve) 2,563 3,543 3,405 38.2% -3.9% 

San Miguel County (Las Vegas) 25,743 30,126 28,558 17.0% -5.2% 

McKinley County (Gallup) 60,686 74,798 70,724 23.3% -5.4% 

Sierra County (T or C) 9,912 13,270 12,437 33.9% -6.3% 

Guadalupe County (Santa Rosa) 4,156 4,680 4,346 12.6% -7.1% 

Colfax County (Raton) 12,925 14,189 12,962 9.8% -8.6% 

Union County (Clayton) 4,124 4,174 3,777 1.2% -9.5% 

Quay County (Tucumcari) 10,823 10,155 8,929 -6.2% -12.1% 

De Baca County (Fort Sumner) 2,252 2,240 1,907 -0.5% -14.9% 

Harding County (Roy) 987 810 684 -17.9% -15.6% 

Hidalgo County (Lordsburg) 5,958 5,932 4,910 -0.4% -17.2% 

New Mexico 1,515,069 1,819,046 1,984,356 20.1% 9.1%  

      
Source:  U.S. Bureau of the Census.  Estimates as of July 1, 2008, released on May 14, 2009.    
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